(Continued from page 115.)
In the last May number of the Indian Medical Gnzette I described defective drainage and vegetable decomposition as causes of this pestilential fever. Now let me here quote some instances in support of my observations where I have ascertained the fact.
On each side of the Damooda there was an embankment or bund to protect the villages from being overflowed. A portion of it between Salemabad and Kashra had been out of repair for some time, where the river was causing enormous loss to the villagers during its overflow by pulling down houses, sweeping away cattle, huts, &c., that fell in its way. Government seeing this condition of the country deputed Mr. Impey about 20 years ago to take measures of safety. He rejected the old embankment and caused a new one to be constructed far away from the river side to the east of several villages between Harala and Kashra, a distance of more than two miles in length, and which still goes by his name. The villages ti the west of this bund during each overflow were allowed to suffer their destiny. The heavy losses suffered by the people drove them into utter despair. They were pondering for emigration, when Government listening to their prayers sent one Mr. Goodwin to see what further measures could be adopted. He, on the contrary, rejected Mr. Impey's bund and caused the old one along the side of the river to be reconstructed about 12 years past and which is known as Hashia bund. This embankment protects the following villages?Harala, Monpoor, Jamalpoor, Katurapara, Badulpoor, &c.; but nothing was done for the drainage of the surface water of the above named villages lying between the old and the new embankments. About two years later on this side the embankment was joined by one, by which the Kana Nuddee was blocked up.
Thus the turn and course of the river were directed to a different channel. During and after the close of the rains it has been observed that water, in some places more or less than 3 feet deep, becomes stagnant. This state of things has existed for more than 12 years, and fever appeared four years after this. This malarious fever first broke out in Salemabad and Bathragore, both being situated on the side of the Kana ; two years after the river was blocked lip and four years after the reconstruction of the side embankment. It is quite evident from this that when the Kana Nuddee was in existence the villages about it were all in a healthy condition ; but when it was blocked up and when the natural outlet for the drainage of surface water was interfered with, malaria broke out with extreme violence. Having for its nidus the two abovenamed villages, it spread like wild fire, north and south, devastating and depopulating the villages as it marched on.
The same might be said regarding villages lying on the western side of the river. Between Karala and Jangirpoor, a distance of 1| miles, the embankment was left open for several years; and during each overflow of the Damooda the water found its escape unobstructed through this space, and inundated an area of some 8 or 10 miles. It was on such occasions the force and might of the river could be seen. This water some times remained on the surface for two or three days, some times a week, the people having intercourse from house to house by means of boats. IIow miserable was the condition of these villagers could be well imagined from the water not subsiding for days ; they being confined to their damp and swampy houses. There was a provision for the escape of the surplus water during the rains by a channel named as Bachoorda Ivhal. This has become silted up in several places and the water remains confined as in a reservoir. It has been also observed that the field has become higher than the plain of the villages from the vast amount of sandy deposit during each inundation. The water of the villages, viz., Jangirpoor, Kajarampoor, Sreekishtopoor and Jotesreeram consequently cannot be drained and remains stationed on the low lands converting them into swamps. I have seen this state of things to last till the end of November. Here I may mention that when the left embankment of the Damooda was found giving way in 1859 or I860 to the pressure of the inundated waters it was thought necessary to cut the right wing of it to remove the pressure. Accordingly a portion of it was cut down at Sreekishtopoor, where the mighty force of the water caused an excavation which still remains to show the dreadful accident. During a night, half of the village was swept away with the loss of some twenty lives. This was kept open for three years, and in 1863 on the application of the zemindars ar.d ryots was closed up again The first appearance of this fever took place four years after this. The virulence of the poison was greatest at Jotesreeram, where two-thirds of the inhabitants were killed by it. Not a single soul could be eeen without an enlarged spleen or liver. {To be continued.)
